Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 ATHENS 02007 041147Z 
ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

041152Z 020666/14 

O 041053Z MAR 77 

FM AMEMBASSY ATHENS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 9366 

CONFIDENTIAL ATHENS 2007 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, TU, CY 

SUBJECT: INITIAL IMPRESSIONS OF CLIFFORD MISSION IN ANKARA AND 
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REF: STATE 46565 

1 . REFTEL WAS RECEIVED JUST BEFORE AMBASSADOR LEFT FOR WASHINGTON 
AND WE DISCUSSED BEST WAY OF CONVEYING MESSAGE TO GOG, BUILDING 
ON AMBASSADOR'S EARLIER CONVERSATION WITH CAMANLIS (ATHENS 1896). 
WE DECIDED IT WOULD BE BEST FOR ME TO SEE BITSIOS AND ASK HIM 

TO PASS CLIFFORD S MESSAGE TO CARAMANLIS, AND I REQUESTED APPOINT- 
MENT. 

THIS MORNING FONMIN S OFFICE TELEPHONED TO SAY I SHOULD SEE 
SECGEN THEODOROPOULOS, AND MEETING WAS ARRANGED FOR 10 A.M. 

2. THEODOROPOULOS TOOK EXTENSIVE NOTES DURING PRESENTATION 

AND INTERRUPTED ONCE OR TWICE TO SAY THAT AFTER WAS DONE HE WOULD 
LIKE TO MAKE SOME COMMENTS. HIS FIRST OBSERVATION CONCERNED PARA- 
GRAPH FIVE WHERE HE DISAGREED WITH CLIFFORD S VIEW THAT US DOES NOT 
NOW HAVE ALL THE FACTS ON AEGEAN DISPUTE. THEODOROPOULOS CLAIMED 
ALL THE FACTS ARE WELL-KNOWN, ALTHOUGH PRACTICE OF STATES 
IN APPLYING SUCH FACTS IN SIMILAR SITUATIONS HAS NOT YET BEEN 
FULLY EXPLORED. THAT IS WHAT COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS WAS SUPPOSED 
TO DO DURING LATEST PHASE OF CONTINENTAL SHELF TALKS BUT, HE 
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SAID, TURKS HAVE RENEGED ON AGREEMENT TO UNDERTAKE THIS STUDY. 
THEODOROPOULOS SAID HE ASSUMED REFERENCE TO MUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE 
THIRD-PARTY RESOLUTION MEANT SOMETHING LIKE INTERNATIONAL COURT 
OR A MEDIATOR APPROVED BY BOTH TURKS AND GREEKS. HE TOOK NOTE 
OF FACT THAT GREEK REQUEST FOR FURTHER LETTER LIKE KISSGINGER'S 
TO BITSIOSWAS BEING STUDIED BY WASHINGTON, AS WAS AVEROFF’S 
REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL MILITARY SUPPLY ASSISTANCE. 
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3. REGARDING TURKISH DENIAL THAT LARGE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE HAD BEEN 
CREATED ALONG AEGEAN, THEODOROPOULOS COMMENTED THAT US MILITARY 
AND INTELLIGENCE SERVICES CERTAINLY KNOW EXACT NATURE OF 

THAT TURKISH ARMY AND NUMBER OF LANDING CRAFT AVAILABLE TO IT. 

EVEN IF ALL THESE SHIPS WERE NOT NOW ASSEMBLED IN IZMIR, HE 
NOTED, TURKS COULD BRING THEM ALL FROM OTHER LOCATIONS WITHIN 
TWENTY-FOUR HOURS, WHICH IS DANGEROUSLY SHORT NOTICE FOR 
GREEKS TO RESPOND. 

4. AS FOR PROSPECTS FOR CYPRIOT INTERCOMMUNAL TALKS IN 
VIENNA, THEODOROPOULOS EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR CLIFFORD'S 
VIEW THAT BOTH PARTIES WERE PREPARED FOR SERIOUS AND SUSTAINED 
DISCUSSION OF TERRITORY AND CONSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS. WHAT 
GREEKS ANTICIPATED, HOWEVER, WAS THAT TURKISH CYPRIOTS WOULD WANT 
TO TALK ONLY ABOUT CONSTITUTION AND GREEK CYPRIOTS ONLY ABOUT 
TERRITORY. THEODOROPOULOS BELIEVES AGENDA AGREED UPON BEFOREHAND 
COVERING BOTH POINTS IS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY FOR REAL PROGRESS. 

5. THEODOROPOULOS EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR CLIFFORD'S MESSAGE. 

HE PROMISED TO TRANSMIT IT IMMEDIATELY TO BITSIOS WHO HE WAS 
SURE WOULD PASS IT ON TO PRIME MINISTER. 
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